Mr. Merlis







 
        Algebra
jmerlis@bhbl.org







        2007-2008
www.mrmerlis.com







        BHBL High School

Hello and welcome to a school year that you will remember for the rest of your lives, most importantly because of the fun you are going to have in algebra class!  Together, we are going to go on an adventure of exponents and polynomials with the occasional radical popping up along the way.  Beware of irrational numbers that never end because there’s a good probability that they don’t end up in linear equations proportionally speaking.  There is a one hundred percent chance that we will cover statistics and all the types of problems we’ll see will definitely end up as word problems so it’s best you stay afloat in English.  With that said, here are some classroom policies and expectations for the school year.
Organization
Staying organized is the number one most important thing you can do to ensure success within this class, within your other classes, and your entire life.  I will do my part to present the content and materials in an organized fashion, but ultimately it is your responsibility to be organized.  The students who do the best in this classroom will be the ones who do their work when it is assigned and are able to locate notes and assignments as needed.  Date everything and keep it chronologically ordered!  Also, be sure to visit www.mrmerlis.com for absolutely everything related to this class.  You will be able to find all assignments and materials on the website.
Materials / Supplies
· Textbook (covered)
· Three-ring binder divided into the following sections:
· Warm-ups

· Class Notes

· Classwork

· Homework

· Tests/Quizzes

· Weekly Review Sheets

· Loose-leaf paper (in the binder)

· Graph paper (in the binder)

· Pens/Pencils (heavily suggested!)
· Calculator *TI-83 Plus Graphing Calculator.  Contact me if you need to rent one from the math department.*
· A smile (required daily)
Attendance

· You are required to attend class.

· If you are late to class, you are required to have a pass upon entering the room.

· If you legally miss a day of school, you will have one week to complete all of the missed work.  Please see me for an “Absence Checklist” or download one from the website.
Classroom Procedures and Routines (a typical day)
Each day you are expected to enter the classroom with all required supplies and immediately begin work on the warm-up.  We will go over the warm-up and then proceed to new material.  Be sure to put the date in the upper right part of your loose-leaf paper as this is the way we will be able to refer to previously taken notes.  We will then complete a short in-class assignment (Classwork) before receiving the homework assignment for the night, which may be a handout, questions from the textbook, or a combination of both.
Grading Policies 
“It is your effort and work ethic that truly takes precedence!”
All assignments have a point value.  Your grade for each quarter will be determined by dividing the number of points you earned by the total number of possible points and multiplying by 100.

Tests: 
   
Will be assigned at the end of each major unit.
Quizzes: 
Will be given more frequently and are not expected to take longer than ½ hour.

Homework:
Will be given each class.  Is to be done on a separate sheet of paper! (Do not do your homework on the back of your class notes!)  It will be checked each day and collected randomly.  Each homework assignment is worth 4 points, with emphasis in grading being placed on effort and not perfect work.  To receive the full four points, all work must be shown, not just answers.
Weekly Review Sheets: These will be given out the first class meeting of each week and are due on the first class meeting of the following week.  They are worth 20 points.

Participation:
At the end of each quarter, I will weigh in your participation during that quarter.  If you were always present, completed your work on time, and participated in class you will receive a point addition to your average.  If you missed classes (illegally) and were an inactive participant or caught off-task during class (ie. doing work for another class) you will lose points.  
Extra Help
· You can come during the Academic Assistance Period every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday

· During Learning Lab
· Tutors are available through the Guidance Department

· By emailing me or using the website to find the information you need

Class Rule
There is but one rule in this class and it is RESPECT.   From yourself as the student to myself as the teacher, we are both bound to the same rule, and that is to show respect and acceptance to all others.  Anything less will not be tolerated.

Closing Words…
Welcome to Algebra!  It’s going to be a great year and don’t be afraid to go home one day after school and tell your mother or father that you’re truly enjoying it.  In addition, if there is anything you feel can add to the learning experience, please let me know as we’re in this together.
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